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11 December 2019 

Dear Chair, 

I would like to thank the Committee for their continuing scrutiny on the Children (Abolition of 
Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Bill. 

During the Committee’s Stage 2 scrutiny on 24 October 2019, I offered to work with 
Members with a view to Stage 3 amendments in respect of the timing and publication of 
post implementation review reports.   

I was pleased to have a positive discussion with Suzy Davies AM and Janet Finch Saunders 
AM about the post implementation review.  We were able to come to an agreement on 
having both an interim and final post implementation review, which will be both laid before 
the Assembly and published that will be tabled as a Stage 3 amendment to the Bill. 

We also discussed the Members’ other amendments tabled at Stage 2, which sought to add 
detail of what should be included in a post implementation review report on the face of the 
Bill.   

I remain of the opinion that this level of detail is not necessary for the Bill itself.  However, I 
understand the importance of ensuring a comprehensive post implementation review that 
reports on the effectiveness of the legislation and its impact on front line services and will be 
writing to the Chair of the Strategic Implementation Group, copied to the Co-Chairs of the 
Data Collection and Monitoring Task and Finish Group. 

I will be asking the Groups to discuss the likely content of the post implementation review 
and to consider the practicality of covering the issues raised in the Stage 2 amendments 
tabled by Janet Finch Saunders AM.   

I will forward a copy of the letter to the Strategic Implementation Group to the Committee for 
information. 

The next meetings of the Strategic Implementation Group and the Data Collection and 
Monitoring Task and Finish Group are scheduled for early February.  I will ask the Groups to 
respond, copying the letter to the Committee, as soon as possible after their discussions. 
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I look forward to continuing to work with Members as the Bill progresses through the 
Assembly scrutiny process and will provide further information in relation to a post 
implementation review as it becomes available. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Julie Morgan AC/AM 

Y Dirprwy Weinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol 
Deputy Minister for Health and Social Services 


